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FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
iMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL CONSIDERED 
(Continued from page 13.) 

The soul and body of men are naturally so 
closely united, that they are in unison, in al- 
A rare instance 
may sometimes be found, which will form an ex- 


most every emotion and desire. 


ception to this rule ; when the cross of Christ inter- 
feres between, and declares war. But I will instance 
a person dissipated in the highest degree, and ask 
if the soul of that man does not acquiesce in full, 
with the inclinations and desires of his corrupt 
body? Death cuts him off in this state’of mind. 
Now let me ask, again, Is it reasonable ? Is it war- 
ranted from the Bible? Does it comport with the 
idea that enlightened men entertain of the eharac- 
ter of God? that the soul of this vile man should 
be suddenly translated from his abominations into 
unsullied glory—into the full blaze of the sun of 
the eternal day—into the society of angels and 
arch-angels—into the presence of Jehovah God? 
I answer, no! All people must experience the dif- 
ferent washings, or purifications, spoken of by Jesus 
and his followers, and prefigured in the Jewish 
economy, before they can possibly enter the most- 
holy place. 

Almost all people, in forming their theological 
systems, have, in my opinion, admitted an error 
therein, Which has produced a multitude of other 
errors; namely, the doctrine of the natural immor- 
tality of the soul. The apostle, speaking of God, 
says, “Who only hath immortality,” &c. (1 Tim. 
vi. 16.) Christ hath “abolished death and brought 
life and immortality to light through the gospel.” 
(2 Tim. i. 10.) 
wan is the receiver, and Christ the medium through 
which it is to be received; we have not yet received 
it. We shall receive it, it is in store for us. When the 
time arrives for us to receive it in reality, and no 
longer seeing it afar off by faith; then each of us 
will be enabled to say, with our forerunner, Jesus 
Christ, “ Now, Father, glorify thou me, with the 
clorv I had with thee, before the world was.” Sal- 
vation is nothing more nor less, than to become tm- 
mortal. Show me a man who in reality possesses 
immortality, and 1 will show you a man holy, harm- 


God is the giver of immortality, 


less, blameless; without spot or wrinkle, whose 
very body shall be free from corruption, can go with 
the wind, and vanish ina moment from our sight. 
If my soul were naturally immortal, I should not 
depend on the gospel to bring it to light. If any 
should object and say, that man lost immortality 
by the fall, and a faith in the gospel will actually re- 





store it in us again—I answer, that immortality once 


possessed, can never hk lost, ean never die, for it is 
God: it is all we shall ever receive to confirm us in 
the eternal abode. If once possessed and lost, when 
repossessed it may again be lost. [It would be equal- 
ly consistent to say, that the devil fell from eter- 
nity, as that the soul fell from, or lost its immor- 
tality. It cannot lose that which it never possessed. 
“The soul that sins shall die.” (Ezek.) 


mortality die? 


Can in- 
Would it be more blasphemous to 
say, that God can die, than to say that his essence 
ean die? To say that immortality can die, is in- 
congruity indeed. Mortal—to die. [mmovrtal—free 
The soul 
that dies is mortal; not immortal: which proves 
my doctrine. “God made man to be immortal, 
and to bear an image of his own eternity; but 


from death. That which dies is mortal: 


through envy of the devil, death came into the 
world, and all they that hold on his side do find it.” 
(Wisdom of Solomon.) “ To them, who, by patient 
continuance in well doing, seek for glory, and ho- 
nour, and immortality, eternal life.” (Rom. ii. 8. 
Immortality is eternal life. 
yet, except by faith ? 


Do we possess either 


I ask the sticklers for endless misery, to duly 
consider the terms often used among them; such as 
miserable eternity—an unhappy immortality—the 
salvation of a poor immortal soul—and remember, 
that God only hath immortality, that God only in- 
habiteth eternity, (Isa. Ivii. 15.)—and that an im- 
mortal soul is not poor, for it hath the essence of 
God in possession; and does not need salvation, for 
to be immortal is salvation, 

I ask Universalists, if the doctrine held by par- 
tialists, that the devil fell from eternity, may not as 
well be true, as the idea that immortal souls have 
become corrupted. (All Universalists do not admit 
this idea.) I say for one, that the soul is not natu- 
rally immortal, but is mortal; and so will continue 
to be, until the Saviour changes this vile body, and 
fashions it after his glorious body,” &c. (Phil.) 
Theretore, the soul sleeps, at the death of the body, 
and remains insensible of all things, until the re- 
surrection. ALETHEIA, 

(To be continued.) 
REMARKS. 

Aletheia asks, “Is it reasonable,” &c. “that the 
soul of this vile man should be suddenly translated 
from his abominations into unsullied glory?” &e 
We answer—If it pleases God to “ put his laws into 
their minds, and write them in their hearts,” and 
vile men are pardoned, their “ sins blotted out,” and 
if it pleases God, to “ be to them a God, ” and that 
“they shall be to him a people,” then, we think i 
quite as reasonable that this skould be done “ sud- 


? 
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denly,” as to be ten thousand years about it. We 
ask a plain question ; If God has, in his mind and 
purposes, blotted eul sin, redeemed the sinner, and 
loves him, with an unchangeable love, is it not more 
unreasonable to suppose that God will torment the 
sinner ina future state, than to suppose he will de- 
liver him from his sins, and consequently from his 
miseries? To Aletheia, we say, pause—Are not you 
a little vile? Can you, by any effort in your power, 
cleanse yourself? Is it not quite as reasonable to 
suppose that God will cleanse your neighbour, who 
is alittle more vile than you may be, as to suppose 
He wall cleanse you “suddenly?” &c. Would it not 
be a great blessing to your vile sinner, to be sud- 
denly changed, and received into glory? And do 
not your own premisses carry the seeds of their de- 
struction in their conclusions? We think they do. 


You will please to recollect, you believe the soul of 


the vile man sleeps “ suddenly” at the death of the 
body. The soul of your rile man does not wake 
until the “resurrection morn.” And Paul says, 
“We shall all be changed; in a moment, in the 
heinkling of an eye.” Is not this sudden? Where 
is vour distinction between the vilest sinner, and 
the most virtuous man?’ According to your hypo- 
thesis, all sleep, suddenly, at death. The Scriptures 
are unequivocally explicit, that ail are changed, 
suddenly, “in a moment,” at the resurrection! You 
have decided, that “ salvation is nothing more nor 
less than to be immortal!’ On your own, and the 
apostie’s premisses, which you admit, conclusions 
follow, Which sweep, with a besom of destruction, 
your arguments away, and “leave not a wreck be- 
hind.” 

N. B. Of the Jewish economy, we remark, that 
the washings and purifications, under the law, can 
only be considered typical of the effectual washing 
and purification of Christ, our Head, proclaimed by 
the gospel. ‘This is illustrated in Acts iii. 26, “Un- 
to you first, God, having raised up his Son Jesus, 
sent him to bless you, (how ?) in turning away every 
one of you from his iniquities.” This is a purifi- 
cation which will render a man fit for heaven. 

Aletheia also confesses, speaking of immortality, 
“Tt is all we sMall ever receive to confirm us in the 
eternal abode.” Consequently, when the souls of 
all men who, according to his hypothesis, suddenly 
sleep at death, shall suddenly waken at the resurrec- 
tion, they will awake “ immortal and incorruptible,” 
and suddenly be put into possession of “ all we shall 
ever receive to confirm us in the eternal abode.” 
Therefore, there is no distinction, according to A. 
after this life, between the vilest sinner, and the 
most virtuous man. 4 sleep at death—all wake 
immortal at the resurrection morn, and receive all 
that can confirm them in their blissful state. Now, 
if A, will dispense with his sleeping interregnum, he 
can admit, in their full force, the principles and doc- 
trine he dissents from: And whether he dispenses 
with the sleep or not, he makes the vile and the vir- 
tuous fare“alike well! 

Aletheia’s saying, that “Immortality is God,” is 
erroneous, We conceive the word immortality, in 


note the quality of the life to be possessed. God, 
strictly speaking, only hath any thing. He is the 
Author and origin of all good, and man the recipi- 
ent of every thing he receives and enjoys; which 
includes life, being, health, and al} the blessings of 
existence. 

Aletheia, quoting Paul, Rom. ii. 7. falls into an 
error, saying, “ Immortality is eternal life.” We 
presume he means the life spoken of by Paul. Now 
we consider this eternal life (avwov life} to be no- 
thing more nor less than the life which Paul said 
he lived by the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
him, and gave himself for him. (See Gal. ii. 20.) 
This must be adinitted ; for it is declared, “ Verily, 
verily, L say unto you, he that heareth my word, 
and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting 
lite.” John v.24. The same word rendered eternal 
in Roi. ii. 7. Therefore, a man may aetually pos- 
sess the elernal or everlasting life spoken of in the 
Scriptures, and die temporally. He may lose his 
faith, and no longer, for the time being, have eter- 
nal life. The objection, that by limiting the words 
rendered eternal, &c. we destroy the happiness of the 
righteous, in a future state, isnugatory. For aman 
may enjoy efernal life without being immortal, or 
incorruptible. Consequently, the assurance of tm- 
mortality and incorruptibility, make the words eter- 
naland everlasting, &c. superfluous stones in the 
foundation of our future peace. In a word—We 
have abundant testimony. Our opponents may 
hang their hopes on words! Ours are deep rooted 
in the counsels, designs, and purposes of Heaven! 
They are intertwined with the promises. They are 
“as an anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, 
and which entereth into that within the vail.” 

The word tmmortality, properly defined, means 
more than is generally supposed. The Lord Jesus 
Christ has the “ power of an endless life.” Heb. vii. 
16. A life that cannot be dissolved. An immortal 
soul cannot die. By the common remark, that man 
has an immortal soul, is meant, that man will exist 
in a future mode of being after the dissolution of 
the body. Even A. advocates the immortality of 
the soul, in a qualified sense. For, although he 
contends that the soul that sinneth shall die, still he 
contends that this soul, after sinning and dying, 
exists; for he says, “ the soul sleeps at the death of 
the body!” Surely, sleeping and dying, according 
to the common acceptation of death, dissolution 
and extinction of the dying part, are two things. 
The Scriptures declare, “Then shall the dust (the 
material body) return to the earth as it was ; (before 
the formation of the earthly man,) and the spirit to 
God who gave it,” Now, unless God gave a dead 
spirit, (which would be a contradiction in terms,) a 
living spirit returns to him. But A. says, “the 
soul sleeps at the death of the body.” Unless the 
declaration, “The soul that sinneth shall die,” be 
qualified, it must be admitted that, all men being 
sinners, no man has a soul to “go to sleep” at the 
death of the body. A. must admit that the soul of 
his vile sinner dies before it sleeps. The death 
spoken of is not, therefore, an extinction of being 





the sense he uses it, although a substantive, to de- 


and consciousness; otherwise it could not sleep. 
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For ourselves, however, we are free to confess, 
that this sleepy doctrine, or any other which can be 
named or imagined, is unspeakably preferable to 
the abhorrent hypothesis of misery in a future mode 
of being. 
or others, would prefer annihilation for himself and 
the universe, to the tremendous hypothesis of cease- 
less anguish, never-ending wo. The bare sugges- 
tion of this execrable idea, is sufficient to paralize 
the whole man. Heaven be praised, our choice is 
not suspended between alternatives to distract the 
mind; neither are our hopes predicated on doubt- 
ful expositions, nor traditionary opinions, but 
grounded on facts, which can neither be disproved 
nor their evidences set Death could not 
hold our Head. He burst his bars—destroyed his 
dominions—holds the keys of death and the grave, 
and will unlock the portals of Heaven to all the 
members of his body! We have his assurance, 
“Because I live, ye shall live also.” He passed 
through the vale of death without sleeping! We 
shall tread in his footsteps; and the voyage is too 
short to afford time for unmeaning and slothful 


aside. 


slumbers ! 
(To be Continued.) 
a el 
EDITOR OF THE GOSPEL HERALD. 
Dear Sian,—So far as the circle of my acquaint- 


TO THE 


ance extends, | have noticed that the popular objec- 
tion against the RESTITUTION OF ALL THINGS is, 
that it is a pleasing doctrine, to those who believe it, 
while prosperity elates the mind, and health invigo- 
rates the body, but that it is pernicious and inex- 
pressibly awful, when pale disease lays her emacia- 
ted yet irresistible hand on the professor of this doc- 
trine, and places him, trembling, on the. bed of 
death. There, say they, he repents of this heresy, 
when, perfiaps, it is too late. There he abnegates, 
with his dying breath, the validity of all the argu- 
ments which he once advanced in its defence, and 
acknowledges it to be a delusion of the devil. In 
their own words—They tell one, “ It isa good doc- 
trine to Ave by, but a wretched doctrine to die by.” 
To this assertion I answer,—I know not what will 
be my emotions in that decisive hour; but that I 
trust, and humbly pray, that my Lord and Saviour 
will protect me through life, and comfort me in the 
hour of death ; and also, that he will then be with 
me, and strengthen me, so that my faith fail not. 1 
add, that it is impossible for any person to tell what 
his feelings will be, when that moment shall arrive, 
but I am persuaded, that he who builds his hopes on 
the Rock of Ages, and the meritorious work of 
Christ, will meet death with more firmness than the 
man who trusts in his own works and corruption, or 
in delusive and imaginary evidences of election, 
which are as false and chimerical as the doctrine is 
partial and discriminating. 

I endeavour to obviate the popular objection, 
made by so many well-meaning people, against our 
doctrme, by relating instances which I have heard 
of the immovable faith of Universalists in their dy- 
ing moments, continuing with them till their last 
breath announced the gmancipation of the soul from 


A man possessed of feeling for himself 





its incarcerated prison, and its “return to God who 
gave it.’"—This does not satisfy them. <A bare re- 
cital of those facts, without any certainty of their 
validity, is unsatisfactory to the mind. They wish 
for some brief statements in writing, containing the 
names of those who have died in the faith of Uni- 
versalism, with their places of residence, and signed 
Now, Mr. Editor, would it 
not be aiding the cause of truth, frequently to pub- 


by the communicators. 


lish short communications of the above description, 
containing the names, &c. of those persons who 
have jovfully departed on the wings of faith to the 
mansions of their Father and their God?) Many 
such instances surely abound, where Universalism 
is prevalent; and the knowledge of the last dying 
words of our brethren, when wrestling with death, 
would be highly gratifying to us who must shortly 
bend beneath the overwhelming pressure of this last 
enemy of man. It would, I think, in many instan- 
ces, serve to establish the wavering, whose ears are 
continually assailed by this erroneous assertion, that 
“the doctrine will do to live by but not to die by.” 
Should my ideas be deemed conclusive, Mr. Editor, 
and the request agreeable to the spirit of your Pros- 
pectus, you would oblige your correspondent, and 
also many of your readers, by publishing, freqnent- 
ly, short accounts of the above description, which 
you may have knowledge of yourself, and which 
may probably be communicated by correspondents 
who have been witnesses of such facts. 
S. R. SIBLEY. 
—~<g>—— 
THE MORALIST, NO. II. 

“ Keep my commandments and live.” Soromon. 

Nothing can be more reasonable, nor better cal- 
culated to. promote our spiritual enjoyments, than 
the commands of the all-wise Creator. When put 
in competition with this, the commands and the tn- 
ventions of man are nothing. The injunctions of 
men are the offspring of pride, ambition and de- 
ceit. Regardless of the effects to be produced upon 
others by his inventions, he indulges a revengeful, 
tyrannical, and eruel spirit toward his fellow be- 
ings. Governed by selfish views, he treats with 
contempt the opinions of others, and claims the 
boon of infallibility. Inflated with his imaginary 
greatness, he views his fellow as of an inferior grade 
of being, and tramples his pretensions to wisdom, 
knowledge, goodness, and honour, in the dust. 
Accustomed to eulogize his own character, and talk 
of his own goodness, he frowns indignantly upon 
every attempt to diminish his respect for himself. 
Men extol their virtues, their powers of intellect, 
and every imaginary quality of goodness, while 
they pas: unnoticed their gross imperfections and 
reprehensible conduct. Nothing is more true than 
the fact, that all men can see another’s faults sooner 
than their own. How much sooner will the far- 
mer discern a broken fence and weedy garden of 
his neighbour’s, than his own. Blinded by his own 
interest, he condemns the conduct, magnifies the 
faults, and withholds the best gift of heaven, Char- 
ity, from others. He forgets the injunction of 
Heaven. Instead of loving his neighbour a biu- 
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self, he fosters every principle of malignity that 
lurks in the human breast. Instead of endeavour- 
ing to promote his happiness, he seeks to destroy 
what little pleasure he may enjoy. Instead of dis- 
pensing blessings throughout his society, he uses 


every exertion to circumvent the good actions of 


others, and blast their fondest expectations. In- 
stead of regarding the spirit or letter of the deca- 
logue, he makes commands that suit his vitiated 
appetite, and answers for every emergency. 

But, O deluded mortal, hast thou forgotten that 
Jehovah has enjoined it upon thee to love thy 
neighbour as thyself? Hast thou forgotten the de- 
nunciations of Sinai? Death is threatened thee. 
Condemnation will most assuredly follow transgres- 
sion. You will be necessitated to drink the very 


dregs of misery. Restrain not the operations of 


that benevolence which you possess ; keep the com- 
mands of God, and enjoy spiritual life. Recollect, 
that the fruits of the Spirit are peace and joy. It 
you obey the Divine mandate you will enter into 
rest. If you disobey Heaven's holy injunctions, 
you will writhe with anguish. Think not to elude 
the pursuit of justice. Justice will have its demand, 
and you must have your reward. Turn, I beseech 
thee, from the way of death, and enjoy the precious 
truits of righteousness, and thou shalt have life. 
——— L. 
RELIGION, 

There is not, in the whole vocabulary of the 
English language, a word more frequently misap- 
plied than this. That which most commonly passes 
for religion in the world, appears, by its fruits, to 
have very little agency in bettering the condition 
of man, individually or collectively. It is compo- 
sed mostly of selfishness, and its effects are an in- 
jury rather than a benefit to mankind. “ Stand 


’ is heard in words, or 


aside, | am holier than thou,’ 
seen in behaviour, almost every day ; and many is 
the unfortunate being, who, like the luckless man 
of old, after having been stripped and beaten by 
thieves, is left lying helpless in the road, while the 
rigidly righteous “pass by upon the other side.” 
With these facts before us, it is natural to inquire 
for the cause that produces them. This, we are of 
opinion, is found in the present system of religious 
education. The exertions that have been made in 
America, for the last twenty years, to spread reli- 
gious instruction, have not been surpassed in any 
age or country. Sunday schools, for children, have 
been established; “poor and pious young men, 
for the Gospel ministry, have been fed from door to 
door gratuitously, that they might study and become 
teachers ; Theological Seiminaries have been found- 
ed to receive these pious youths as soon as their pi- 
ous tutors dismiss them; and, after all, what is the 
result ? The child at Sunday School has the seeds 
of uncharitableness sown in the mind by sectarian 
catechisms ; in the charity student these sprout and 
flourish by the nourishment they receive from anti- 
quated spinsters, with whom he is domiciated ; and 
they are still farther matured, in the Theological 
Seminary, by sectarian books and preaching. The 


remonies, or blasted in the heat of sectarian elec- 
tioneering. Pupils thus taught, go forth spreading 
their narrow and selfish views wherever they jour- 
ney, and teaching them to all who are thoughtless 
enough to listen to their ministrations. 

It is the business of ranters, such as we have just 
described, to produce “religious revivals,” or, as 
they are sometimes called, “ awakenings.” Des. 
criptions of these are trumpeted forth to the world 
almost every week in different publications about 
the country, and the numbers that have been “ add- 
ed to the church,” are usually subjoined. The 
method of bringing about one of these “ revivals” 
is this: Some hot-headed zealot, probably a mis- 
sionary from a Theological Seminary, visits a town 


or village, “ for the good of souls ;” 


and having as- 
sembled the people, proceeds to tell them how aw- 
fully wicked they are—that they must listen to him, 
or be for ever lost—that he has come from afar sole- 
ly for their good, and is therefore entitled to a hear- 
ing, &c. This done, he exhorts them to attend his 
preaching at all times while he stays with them, and 
thus grow better. A stir soon Commences in the 
neighbourhood—some are dreadfully afraid of be- 
ing damned, in the world to come for their sins, 
and the more they think of it, the more probable it 
appears. At length these begin to look serious and 
melancholy—they run to evening meetings—tell 
strange dreams which they have had about the devil 
and his place of residence ; and at last declare po- 
sitively there is not so great a sinner in the world 
as each one thinks himself to be! Soon after this, 
“peace of mind” is restored, and the person who, 
until now, has been denominated “ a hopeful sub- 
ject,” is at once declared a “ penitent and sincere 
Christian.” Sometimes much is said of “ loving 
enemies,” “ forgiving them,” &c. but the perform- 
ance of these duties, or of making restitution for 
wilful injuries done, is scarcely once thought of by 
the * penitent.” The “ subject,” however, joins the 
church, and ever after is styled one of the “ heaven- 
ly flock.” Now, what does all this avail ? The pro- 
fessors of religion, “ converted” in this manner, are 
even willing to pay “ tithes of mint, anise, and cwmn- 
min,” but they are as willing to ply all the arts of 
legal thieving as before. In short, their religion is 
composed of certain points of faith, in doctrine, 
rather than philanthropy and love. The idea seems 
to prevail, that while all the points of faith are ob- 
served, and stoutly contended for, the man may dai- 
ly grow better, though he still continue the same 
sordid, unfeeling, creature he was before. Of this, 
when considered collectively, we say, in the lan- 
guage of another, “ one Christian act is worth it 
all.” We do not mean to include all professed 
Christians in these remarks—far from it: yet they 
may and will apply to avery great number, whe 
thank God they are not like other men. 
Plain Truth, 

ee 


A RAT IN THE WALL. 
A.clergyman, and an adherent of John Calvin's 
faith too, in conversation with a number of persons, 





result is, religion is swallowed up in forms and ce- 





lately, was heard to declare, “I am a believer in 


mg 


(oh 


ete 


it ee 


Chia AR 


THE GOSPEL HERALD. 


| 








Universalism, so isevery man of sense and intelli- 


gence in the world. ‘The doctrine is not only ra- 
tional but scriptural. A man must be a great skep- 
tic, an arrant fool, or consummate knave, to with- 
stand the flood of testimony in favour of this senti- 
Ido really believe all men will finally be 
saved. Butit will not do to preach it. (Why Sir ?) 
Icannet get supported handsomely and comforta- 
bly, if I publicly avow this doctrine.” 

Poor man, he could not keep the “ cat in the 
bag.” The truth will out. 
tic minister tells us, that he shall lose his saLary, 


ment. 


Mark ye, our Calvinis- 


(aye, that’s the rub,) if he preaches Universalism. 
That is, if he was to become an honest preacher, he 
could not live. Reader, what do you think of this 
minister ? How do you think he would fare should 
he lay aside his hypocritical garb, and put on the 
robe of honesty ? Do you suppose he would suffer 
as did the renowned Paul, the venerable apostle 
of the Gentiles ? Such men are a disgrace to the re- 
A good fat 
fishes,—yes, $3000 a year, 


ligion of Jesus. Such are his enemies. 


SALARY, loaves and 
that’s the object ! Good heavens, what would be our 
situation if preachers had to find themselves ? had 
to minister to their necessities with their own hands ? 
were to receive nothing but stripes, whippings, hun- 
ger, thirst, nakedness, and peril, for their preaching, 
Soon would 
the ministerial catalogue become a blank. But very 
few indeed could be found who 
doctrine, imitate the examples, or profess the reli- 
gion of Jesus! Genius of honesty, whither hast 
thou fled ! 

The would-be, and those that are men, of sense 
and intelligence, must thank our élergymen for ex- 
posing their hypocrisy. We do not think, however, 
that the gentleman who made the declaration is very 
much honoured by the confession. What think ye, 
kind reader, would Calvin say and do to our hypo- 
crite, if he were a member of the Presbyterian 


at this age of refinement and wisdom ? 


would avow the 


synod in America, for this confession of truth ? 
The stake and fagot would be his portion ! 
ARCTURUS. 
—>—. 
From the Philadelphia Universalist Magazine. 
BEREAN SOCIETY. 

“ The grave is the grand preacher of equality ; it 
smiles at the senseless distinctions of human in- 
sects ; it proclaims the level of sectarians ; and in 
it the wicked cease from troubling, and the weary 
are at rest: yet all live before that all-seeing Eye 
Sermon. 

The subject before the Berean Society relative 
to the state of the dead, had involved with it the 
consideration of the nature of man, and has excited 
some discussion respecting the idea generally enter- 
tained that man consists of two parts, differing in 
their nature, termed soul and body. I humbly con- 
ceive, that whatever hypothesis we may adopt, 
whether we suppose the human being to be only 


that never sleeps.” 


one material thing, or consisting of an immaterial 
soul and a material body, it will not alter our belief 
in a future state, or shake the foundation of that 
hope we entertain of the final restitution of all 





things; for if man becomes extinct at death, the 
same Almighty power that created can again res- 
tore, and manifest to man, that, “ as in Adamall die, 
even so in Christ shall all be made alive.” Or if we 
adopt the common opinion that spirit necessarily 
means an immaterial soul, can we doubt that when 
the earth returns to the earth as it was, the spirit 
shall return to the God who gave it, who is the 
Father of the spirits of all flesh. With regard to 
the corruptions that may be supposed to have ori- 
ginated from the doctrine of a separate soul, we at 
present have nothing to do, the truth and not the 
abuse, being the object of investigation. 

The only thing of much importance in our eves 
is the fact, that the volume of Revelation has long 
been held as opposed to reason, and men who were 
otherwise researchers into truth, believing the pre- 
judice of its followers to be the doctrines of Serip- 
ture, have rejected with disdain what they supposed 
to be contrary to the unerring and harmonious 
laws which Deity had implanted in all the various 
forms of matter. Thus the doctrines of atonement, 
the divinity of Jesus, and the pre-existence of souls, 
has driven many from the profession of Christiani- 
ty, who would have been an honow, by their talents, 
respectability and virtue, to the Christian name, 
whereas had they but examined, they would per- 
haps have found that Scripture was as silent as rea- 
Let no offence be taken at this 
remark ; none is intended, for we have felt as many 


son on the subject. 


of our readers do, and are candid to confess that we 
would reject any doctrine, be it Scriptural or not, 
which we thought incompatible with that light of 
reason which God has given to every man to profit 
with.* 

According to Herodotus, the Egyptians were the 
first who maintained that the soul of man is immor- 
tal, that when the body dies it enters into that of 
some other animal, and when it has transmigrated 
through all terrestial, marine, and flying animals, 
it returns in three thousand years to the body of a 
man again, Ed. Steph. p. 137. Is it altogether im- 
probable that this idea, so common now among the 
natives of Hindostan, has been imported, with the 
idea of the Trinity, to those who, in our religious 
journals, boast so much of thé triune faith of the 
Braminical Priests ? 

Mr. Toland, in his Letters to Serena, corroborates 
the Egyptian origin of the soul: “ Their way ot 
burying was by embalming the dead bodies, which 
they deposited in a subterranean grotto, where they 
continued entire for thousands of years; so that, 
before any notion of separate and immortal souls, 
the common language was, that such an one was 
under ground, that he was carried over the river 
Achesusia by Charon, (the public ferryman,) and 
laid happily to rest in the Elysian fields, the com- 





*We think the writer of the above was not fully aware ot 
the misconstructions which might grow out of the phraseol- 
ogy he used. Scripture, properly considered, is a revelation 
of God's will, given by inspiration. Therefore, it would be 
absurd to the last degree, to suppose the Scriptures of God 
could teach any thing “ incompatible with that light of rea- 
sou which God has given ty every maa to profit with.” 

Fd. Gos. Her. 
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mon burying place near Memphis,” p. 45.—Whether 
the Jewish idea of Paradise was not derived from 
this, and modified to the customs of the nation, my 
readers are at liberty to judge. 

That such an opinion is not authorised by Scrip- 
ture we shall attempt to show, and if successful, 
how much will it lead us to admire that volume 
which displayed true wisdom to man, whilst the 
world lay buried in darkness, or was only illumina- 
ted by the ignis fatuus of a false philosophy, as op- 
posite to reason, as it was destructive to the dignity 
of man. 

If we view the description of the creation in Gen- 
esis as literal, we find that man (of course all that 
was necessary to constitute him such,) was formed 
of the dust of the ground, and that God breathed in- 
to his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a 
living soul; the word rendered soul is the same that 
is rendered creatures. 

* All the souls that came out with Jacob into 
Egypt, which came out of his loins, all the souls 
were threescore and six.” Gen. xlvi. 26. 

If they walked about without bodies, it is a won- 
der that Moses did not give a particular description 
ofthem, and their manner of living, whether they 
could see without eyes, &c.? but if by souls we un- 
derstand persons, then there is no difficulty in the 
account. 

Job says, that man lieth down and riseth not till 
the heavens be no more. 

St. Paul, in his brilliant and conclusive reason- 
ing in 1 Cor. xv. informs the Corinthians, that “ if 
Christ be not risen your faith is vain, ye are still in 
yoursins. Then those also that are fallen asleep in 
Christ, have perished.” 

Now would not this argument be indeed shallow 
if there was a soul, which, immortal in its nature, 
winged its flight, in the article of death, to other 
worlds, how could the non-resurrection of Jesus be 
perishing to that which never can die? But, on the 
other hand, should we suppose that the homogeneous 
nature of man had died, and could not be brought 
to life but through Jesus, would not the reasoning 
of a Paul tend to make us, not almost, but altogeth- 
er, believers ? 

It was objected, on Scriptural grounds, that a 
passage which inquires, “ Who knoweth the spirit 
of man that goeth upward, and the spirit of the 
beast that goeth downward ?” 


This, if it prove any thing for immaterialism, 
preves too much; for if the spirit is the soul, then 
the beast has a soul as well as man ; an idea, which, 
perhaps, would not be relished by the pride of man: 
it may mean nothing but the breath, or perhaps the 
@ature of the two beings. 


A passage in Rev. vi. was also brought in oppo- 
sition, that of the souls of those who had been slain 
for the word of God, &c. If we view this literally, 
we must wonder that vengeance is in the bosom of 
those under the altar ; but take it in any light, they 
were beings that could speak, could be seen, and be 
clothed with white robes. 


ced, but it was not shown that Elias or Moses had 
ever existed without bodies. 

Some arguments were brought forward in the So- 
ciety with regard to trances, &c. but if these could 
not be explained on natural principles, they would 
have no weight, because they are contradictory. We 
read of one man who returned to life again after 
having seen two lakes, in one of which souls were 
tormented with heat, and in the other with cold: 
and that when a soul has been so long in the hot 
lake that it could endure no longer, it would Jeap in- 
to the cold one. If the cold lake had been left out, 
this trance would have passed as Gospel, but unfor- 
tunately for its fate, brimstone and fire were in 
fashion: for a consistent elucidation of trances the 
reader may peruse the work of Dr. B. Rush, a Uni- 
versalist, and man of science. 

As the Scriptural view of the subject has been 
treated of at some length in the First Volume of the 
Messenger, under the signature of Z. we beg our 
readers to turn to that article for further informa- 
tion on that part of the subject. 

(To be continued.) 
—<=>—_— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Firz,—The following is an extract from a 
volume of sermons left for publication by Dr. Sam- 
uel Johnson, author of the English Dictionary, &c. 
If you should be as well pleased with it as Iam, you 
will give it insertion in the Gospel Herald. The 
volume is, | understand, now in the press in this 
city. T. 

“ Without the most enlarged notions of an infi- 
nite and everlasting goodness in the Divine nature, 
an impenetrable gloom must hang over every mind, 
and darkness overspread the whole face of being. 
Neither could any other conceivable sentiment dis- 
perse our suspicions, or banish one of our guilty or 
superstitious fears ; for suppose he confined his 
goodness to @ few, without any reasonable cause or 
just ground, and we could be so whimsically partial 
to ourselves as to conceit that we were of this select 
number, yet there could be no security of happi- 
ness, not even to this little flock. He that chose 
them by chance, might as accidentally abandon 
them; and, as the former was without reason or 
goodness, the latter might be without righteousness 
or mercy. Therefore it is infinitely desirable to 
think, and we are confident of the truth of our idea, 
that ‘the Lord is good to all, and his tender mer- 
cies are over all his works.’ 

“ For if He be self-existent, omnipotent, and pos- 
sessed of perfect Jiberty ; if it be impossible for hin 
ever to err, or mistake, in what is good or fitting, 
and if he enjoys an infinite ability to effect, with a 
thought only, what shall always be for the greatest 
advantage, he must be originally and essentially, 
immutably, and for ever good. 

“ Holy Scripture, as if beauty and goodness were 
synonymous terms or inseparable qualities, thus 
describes Him: ‘ How great is thy goodness! And 
let the beauty of the Lord our God be upon us.’ 
And, as if glory and goodness signified the same 





The transfiguration on the mount was also addu- 





thing, you find, Exod. xxxiii. 18, 19. ‘ And he said, 
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I beseech thee, show me thy glory.’ To which the 
answer is, ‘1 will make my goodness pass before 
thee. And when, as it is written in the next chap- 
ter, the Lord descended, and proclaimed his name, 
or published the attributes in which he is peculiarly 
delighted, what is this distinguishing name, or what 
these divine and glorious attributes? ‘The Lord, 
the Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffer- 
ing, and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping 
merey for thousands, forgiving iniquity, transgres- 
sion, and sin.’ The apostle sums up all these in one 
word, when he saith, ‘ Gop 1s Love.’ Which leads 
me to the second thing proposed, namely, to illus- 
trate the extensive signification and import of this 
subject by some remarkable instances. “ The Lord 
is good to all, and his tender mercies are over all 
his works.’ 

“ No bounds can be fixed to the divine presence, 
nor is any part of illimitable space without his in- 
There is nothing 
remote or obscure to him, nor any exceptions 


spection and active influence. 


to his favour among all the works of his hands. Far 
an wide, then, as is the vast range of existence, 
so isthe Divine benevolence extended ; and both in 
the previous trial and final retribution of all his ra- 
tional and moral productions, ‘The Lord is good to 
all, and his tender wercies are over all his works.” 
.Vote.—Dr. Johnson wrote a number of sermons, 
from one of which thg above is extracted, and left 
them to Dr. Taylor, Prebendary of Westminster, to 
They are now publishing, for the first time 
It augurs well that these 


preach. 
in America, in this city. 
Sermons are circulating in England and America. 
We wish the publishers suecess, and many editions, 
provided the whole are of the complexion of this 
extract, consistent with Scripture and common 
sense. Ep. 
i 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Eprror—On the afternoon of the 5th inst. 
I heard a discourse delivered in the Baptist Meet- 
ing-house, in Gold-street, by a young man, whose 
name I understood was Ludlow, from 2 Chron. xviii. 
7. “There is yet one man by whom we may inquire 
of the Lord, but I hate him ; for he never prophe- 
sieth good of me, but always evil.” The gentle- 
man observed, that the prophets of God, must ex- 
pect to be hated and despised, if they preached the 
truth; and, that they could never prophesy good to 
the wicked: And, all mankind are wicked. He also 
stated, that many of the professed teachers of the 
word of God, had been teachers of lies. That it 
was the duty of men and devils to repent. Now, I 
would ask this gentleman, if he suffers reproach, 
because he, like Paul, trusts in, and is a believer in, 
the “living God, who is the Saviour of all men (as 
well as) especially of those that believe.” Or, whe- 
ther he is a believer in a God who saves a small 
portion, and damns the greater part with never end- 
ing torments? 

His second and third propositions, savours of 
Universalism; but from such Universalism, Heaven 
in merey preserve us. (I understand the Church 
who meet in that place, have excommunicated some 





members for professing a belief in Universal Salva- 
tion. Does universal damnation please them bet- 
ter?) He quoted the parable of the sheep and goats, 
in the 25th of Matthew, to prove the condemna- 
tion of the wicked; had he noticed the 34th verse of 
the 24th chapter, he would have found when this 
judgment took place. That many who profess to be 
sent of God, are teachers of lies no one can doubt, 
who compares their preaching with that of Paul. 
He tells us we are all the offspring of God. They 
say most men are the children of the devil. If God 
has determined to punish men and devils to all 
eternity, is it their duty to repent, and frustrate his 
The gentleman also stated, that, no man 
may add to the Scriptures, nor diminish from them ; 
and that preachers should declare the whole coun- 
sel of God: But I did not hear him say any thing of 
the “ restitution of all things” in Christ, spoken of 
by “all God’s holy prophets since the world be- 


designs ? 


gan.” Wishing hima better memory, and that he 
may be brought to the knowledge of the truth as it 
in Christ, I take my leave. A HEARER. 
-_ jf 
RELIGIOUS PUFFING. 

An article headed “ THE MODERN WHITFIELD,” 
is going the rounds inthe newspapers. ‘The mo- 
dern Whitfield” is Mr. Summerfield, a Methodist 
The writer, who heard this extolled 
preacher, says, “ Once, describing the value and the 
loss of an immortal soul, he burst into this magnifi- 
cent apostrophe: * Whai shall sing the dirge of the 


preacher. 


soul that is lost? what celebrate the obsequies ot 
the entombed spirit? The sun hides his face—the 
stars lose their lustre—the heavens are clothed in 
sackcloth—the earth is convulsed thi@ughout het 
whole circumference, and from mountain top to 
mountain top burst forth the yell of despair and de- 
solation.”” If this “ magnificent apostrophe” is cor- 
rect in description, it is evident not one soul is lost 
to thisday. The sun shines, and shows his face 
daily—the stars are as bright as ever—the heavens 
are brilliant with constellations—the earth abideth, 
and her circumference, clothed with fruits and herb- 
age, speaks the praise, and declares the mercy of a 
pardoning God. And, wonderful to relate, on the 
“mountain-top” “shall the Lorp of Hosts make 
unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines 
on the lees, of fat things full of marrow, of wines 
on the lees well refined. And he will destroy in 
this mountain the face of the covering cast over al/ 
people, and the vail spread over all nations: He 
will swatlow up death in victory; and the Lorp 
Gop will wipe away tears from off all Jaces ; and 
the rebuke of his people shall he take away from off 
all the earth: for the Lorp hath spoken it.” Isa. xxv. 
Whether this will merit, in the opinion of Mr. 8.’s 
admirer, the epithet of “ magnificent apostrophe,” 
is uncertain. But all lovers of TruTH and com- 
mon sense will prize its beauties; and every hu- 
mane and merciful man will rejoice in the glorious 
consummation promised ; for “the Lorp (not ‘the 
modern Whitefield’) hath spoken it!” 

Quere. When “ Every valley shall be exalted, 
and every mountain and hill shall be made low; 
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and the crooked shall be made straight, and the 
rough places plain, and the glory of the Lorp shall 
be revealed, and all flesh see together, tor the Lord 
hath spoken it,” (Isa. xl.) from what “ mountain 
top shall burst forth the yell of despair and desola- 
tion?” When “the mountain of the Lord’s house 
shall be established in the top of the mountains, 
and shall be exalted above the hitls, and all nations 
shall flow unto it,” (Isa. ii.) from what “mountain 
top shall burst forth the yell of despair and deso- 
lation 2?” 

(>> Editors of newspapers who have published 
the article alluded to, will confer a favour by giving 
the above an insertion in their respective papers. 


 — = - 
MISSIONARY MANIA. 

The following is a quotation from a work devoted 
to missionary purposes. 

“ Who is there, possessed of an ordinary portion 
of human kindness, that does not sympathize even 
with the malefactor on his way to execution? Who 
is there, possessed of the common principles of be- 
nevolence, that would not stretch forth his arm to 
save a fellow-being from sinking in the deep? Are 
not Christians, then, with at least the same feelings 
of kindness, the same principles of benevolence, to 


manifest a proportionate anxiety for the salvation of 


the myriads of criminals, daily on their way to a 
more solemn judgment—a more dreadful execu- 
tion than any that this world has witnessed ? 

* Can benevolence, kindness, or liberality, be ex- 
hibited in a more becoming manner than in zeal 
to save from the wrath of an offended God these 
multitudes of impenitent, unbelieving sinners, thus 
on the brink of eternal ruin, thus ready to perish ?” 

Of the above we only re ae Scriptures de- 
clare, that “Gop 1s Love.” That “his anger en- 
dureth but for a moment.” That nr “ will not cast 
off for ever, nor willingly afflict the children of men.” 
Reader—What kind of wrath dwells in the bosom 
of LOVE ? 

—p— 
-4 new Advocate for an on doctrine. 

We have the pleasure of announcing to our 
friends, in distant towns, that our brother Tuomas 
F. Kine, of this city, will devote his time and ta- 
lents to the promulgation of the NEWS—the Gos- 
PEL OF OUR SALVATION. 
Heaven upon his labours, much may be expected 
For, although young in years, we trust 
he is old in knowledge. There is room for thou- 
sands. Heaven grant, ere long, that a phalanx of 
soldiers in the cause of God, of Christ, and of hu- 
manity, may appear in the field of this world, and, 
armed, at all points, with the “ helmet of salvation, 
the sword of the Spirit, the shield of faith, the 
breast-plate of righteousness,” (mercy,) and their 
feet shod with the Gospel of PEACE,” attack the 
enemy, nor leave the field, till every foe to man’s 


from him. 


happiness shall be numbered with the host of 


Amalek ! 
—~p—— 
Get wisdom, with all thy cettings get understand- 


ing. ScRIPTURE. 


With the blessing of 
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SACRED MELODY. 
There is a thought can lift the soul 
Above the dull, cold sphere that bounds it ;— 
A star, that sheds its mild control, 
Brightest when Grief’s dark cloud surrounds it ;— 
And pours a soft, pervading ray, 
Life's ills may never chase away ! 


When earthly joys have left the breast, 
And e’en the last fond hope is cherish'd 
Of mortal bliss—too, like the rest— 
Beneath wo’s withering touch hath perish'd ;— 
With fadeless lustre streams that light, 
A halo on the brow of night! 


And bitter were our sojourn here, 
In this wild wilderness of sorrow, 
Did not that rainbow beam appear, 
The herald of a brighter morrow, 
A merciful beacon from on high, 
To guide us to Eternity! 
—<—— 


“If thou, Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord, 
who shall siand?” Psa. cxxx. 3. 

The interrogatory of the prophet evide ntly implies a nega- 
tive. None could stand! Where would be the pharisees 
of modern times, who swell, like the toad in the fable, in 
view of their own imaginary greatness? They would sink 
in the jakes of moral corruption beside their fellows! No- 
thing wold remain but their pretensions ; which would 
emita satirizing flame, and prey upon their very vitals. But 
now, they view themselves through the medium of vanity, 
and exult in a boasted pre-eminence, which is the epheme- 
ral production of pharisaic heads. 

—>—- 
ROMAN MISSAL. 


A work bearing the above title, was recently published in 
= city, tor the use of the Roman Church in America. In 
239 we read as follows—* O wuly necessary sin of Adam, 
hie h hath been blotted out by the death of C ‘hrist. 0 he appy 
fault, which deserved such and so great a Redeemer! 

W ho, in his senses, could utter this in sincer ity, and then 
contend for the interminable mise ry of millions, for “neces- 
sary sins,” and “happy faults?” Verily, these things are 
astonishing ! 

——>-—- 
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_The Association’s Committee give notice, that the Car- 
rier will wait on the Subscribers, m this city, at their res- 
pective residences, the ensuing week, to receive their sub- 


scriptions, in advance, for the Gospel Herald. It is conti- 
dently hoped, that ail will comply with the conditions of the 
Prospectus, whose circumstances will admit of it. 


—>—_ 
>The First and Second Volumes of the G. H. can be 
obtained at $2 per Vol. Bound at $2 50. If ordered, they 
can be sent to any part of the Union, per Mail 
——~—>— 

All Communications, forwarded by Mail, for publication iu this Paper, 
must be post paid. City Correspondentsare informed, that a Letier-box 
is stationed at the entrance of the Printing Office, for the reception of 
their Communications 

N.B. Subscriptions for this Paper are received at No. 454Pear!-Street. 
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